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À Longueuil, nouvelle école pour les élèves handicapés
Paru lundi 25 septembre sur CNW-Telbec/gouv.du Québec
Plan triennal des immobilisations 2006-2009 - UNE NOUVELLE ECOLE SECONDAIRE REGIONALE POUR ELEVES HANDICAPES 

    LONGUEUIL, QC, le 25 sept. /CNW Telbec/ - Le ministre de l'Education, du

Loisir et du Sport et ministre responsable de la région de la Montérégie,    

M. Jean-Marc Fournier, a annoncé aujourd'hui l'attribution d'une aide

gouvernementale de 7 500 570 $ à la Commission scolaire Marie-Victorin. Cet

investissement vise à permettre la transformation du Pavillon le Tremplin,

actuellement vacant, de l'école primaire d'Iberville, à Longueuil, en école

secondaire, afin que celle-ci puisse y accueillir des élèves lourdement

handicapés.

    «Plusieurs élèves handicapés de la région devaient franchir de longues

distances quotidiennement pour se rendre à l'école. Le projet de la Commission

scolaire Marie-Victorin permettra à 130 de ces élèves de poursuivre leur

cheminement scolaire beaucoup plus près de leur lieu de résidence. Le

gouvernement du Québec est soucieux d'offrir à tous les jeunes du Québec les

meilleures conditions d'apprentissage possible. Je suis très heureux d'être

associé à ce beau projet», a souligné le ministre Fournier.

    Le coût total des travaux s'élève à 7 854 000 $. Le solde de 353 430 $

provient du remboursement partiel de la taxe sur les produits et services

auquel la Commission scolaire a droit. L'aide gouvernementale est versée dans

le cadre du Plan triennal des immobilisations 2006-2009 du ministère de

l'Education, du Loisir et du Sport. Rappelons que cette année, en vertu de ce

plan, 190 millions de dollars sont consacrés à l'amélioration des

infrastructures scolaires au primaire et au secondaire.
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Les 40 ans  de l’organisme Apprentissage à la vie autonome
Paru vendredi 22 septembre 206 dans The Gazette
Learning to live on their own 

AVATIL helps people with intellectual disabilities gain the social skills they need to be independent 

KAREN SEIDMAN THE GAZETTE 

   AVATIL has come a long way since it began as a Friday night social club for 11 intellectually challenged teenagers in 1959. 

   With a mandate to provide transitional living and community support services to a clientele that might otherwise fall between the cracks, AVATIL (Apprentissage à la vie autonome/Towards Independent Living) now serves 185 people with mild intellectual handicaps and just recently celebrated its 40th anniversary. 

   Although there is more extensive and more formal programming now than when it started, AVATIL is still very much about the social skills needed to survive – and flourish – in the world. 

   “It’s about fostering social skills and friendships and developing a network of support so they have one another,” said Carmela De Lisi, executive director of AVATIL. 

   “What we’ve learned over the years is how important the social network is,” De Lisi said. “Our clients can survive if they can’t cook well, but they really need to have friends.” 

   AVATIL was created by concerned parents at a time when there were almost no services for their children. It is still driven by the same kind of concern from parents who want their children with mild intellectual handicaps to lead as normal a life as possible. 

   For example, 10 years ago, a new concern arose from the parents: What would happen when they were no longer around to care for their children? That led to the creation of one of the organization’s most successful programs, Comitaf, which brings together people in the 40-plus age bracket who are facing new challenges because of their handicap. 

   At the heart of AVATIL’s success are the three transitional living apartments it operates for a maximum of nine people 

in Lachine, which were named after founding member Fay Bland. Clients usually stay two years to learn the skills for independent living, with a goal of being able to move out on their own. 

   Another home in Lachine, the Kiwanis House, opened in 2001 to provide four residents with a longer time to acquire the self-confidence needed to live on their own. Residents can stay up to five years to prepare for independent living. 

   “These are really our core programs,” De Lisi said. “Providing clients with the skills they need for independent living is a high priority.” 

   But AVATIL also runs many other programs for its clients who aren’t living in the homes. With new funding from West Island Community Shares, they are reaching out to more adolescents to bring them into the AVATIL network earlier and help develop the skills they need. 

   “We are trying to identify them before they get lost in the system,” De Lisi said. 

   Board member Patricia Carter said AVATIL has done a great job of putting parents at ease and fostering friendships among the clients. 

   “Forty years ago there were no services for people with mild intellectual disabilities,” Carter said. “They could function but parents struggled with issues with work and social interaction.” 

   Heather Corrigan says AVATIL has worked wonders for her 20-year-old son, John Felmeth. 

   Felmeth, who has global development delays in cognitive, fine motor and gross motor skills, was becoming withdrawn during his high school years because he was encountering fewer social opportunities with his peers. 

   “At AVATIL, they have a fantastic opportunity to come and be themselves without being labeled,” Corrigan said. “It’s just terrific how they support each other and really enjoy getting together as peers.” 

   kseidman@ 

   thegazette.canwest.com 

For more on AVATIL, call 514-634-8944 or visit the website www.avatil.org
Conférence sur le rétablissement en santé mentale
Paru lundi 25 septembre 2006 dans The Gazette
Expert sees hope that mentally ill can recover 

SUSAN SCHWARTZ THE GAZETTE 

The concept of recovery, once unthinkable, has found its way into the vocabulary of serious mental illness. 

   Not recovery as in cure, qualifies clinical psychologist Larry Davidson, director of the Program for Recovery and Community Health at Yale University: recovery as in having a life beyond one’s disability, even as the symptoms of one’s illness continue. A feeling of belonging, a sense of being a contributing member of society. 

   In Canada, a report on mental health issued in May by Senator Michael Kirby talked about recovery. Davidson, who will be in Montreal on Thursday to speak at a conference and to give a public lecture on recovery, called the Kirby report “visionary.” 

   “Most people who may be described as in recovery from mental illness neither think nor talk about the term ‘recovery’ at all,” he observed as lead author of an article in the May issue of Psychiatric Services. “They talk about getting a job, making friends, having faith, living on their own, and generally getting their lives back.” 

And yet, he said in an interview, many mental-health professionals were trained to believe these people could never lead anything resembling a normal life. His concern is that this attitude causes patients to feel both hopeless and helpless. “Patients talk about that attitude as posing as much of an obstacle to their recovery as their illness.” 

Studies in the last 35 years have shown consistently that if people take an active role, they can improve, in some cases enough to work and even to cut back on their medication, said Davidson. Only now is this research starting to be taken into account, he said. 
Davidson, who is an associate professor of psychiatry at Yale, says his initial impression of the Canadian mental-health system is that what community-based resources we have are not recovery-based. “More of the emphasis is on what the professionals do, but not on the people themselves, on what they need to do.” 
Larry Davidson gives the John Hans Low-Beer Memorial Lecture, Re-inventing Mental Illness: The Revolution That Promises To Change Everything, Thursday, 7 p.m., at Oscar Peterson Concert Hall, 7141 Sherbrooke St. W., on Concordia University’s Loyola campus. Sponsored by AMI-Québec Alliance for the Mentally Ill and Concordia. Free admission. That day, Davidson speaks at a conference on recovery and clinical practice at the Omni Mount-Royal Hotel. Visit www.aqrp-sm.ca for details. For information on either event, call 514-486-1448
Majoration de l’allocation pour les personnes stomisées
Paru lundi 25 septembre sur CNW-Telbec/gouv.du Québec
QUÉBEC, le 25 sept. /CNW Telbec/ - A compter du 1er octobre 2006,

l'allocation annuelle versée aux personnes inscrites au programme d'appareils

fournis aux stomisés permanents passera de 600 $ à 700 $. Cette majoration

profitera aux quelque 10 000 personnes qui bénéficient de ce programme

administré par la Régie de l'assurance maladie du Québec.

    Comme par le passé, l'aide financière sera versée à la suite de

l'intervention chirurgicale, puis, chaque année, à la date anniversaire de

cette intervention. Par exemple, la personne qui a subi une stomie permanente

le 26 mars 2006 aura reçu un montant de 600 $. Le 26 mars 2007, elle aura à

nouveau droit à une allocation, qui correspondra cette fois-ci au montant

majoré.

    L'aide financière fournie vise à rembourser une partie des frais d'achat

ou de remplacement de l'appareillage nécessaire aux stomisés (sacs et autres

produits). Elle est destinée aux personnes couvertes par le régime d'assurance

maladie du Québec qui ont subi une colostomie, une iléostomie ou une urostomie

permanentes.
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De l’escrime en fauteuil roulant
La Presse publiait ce dimanche une lettre racontant l'histoire de deux hommes ; Pierre Mainville, paraplégique depuis l'adolescence et Steve Léonard paraplégique suite à un accident à la fin des années 1990. Tous deux amis depuis l'adolescence et ce sont épaulés mutuellement dans l'épreuve. Il y a quelques années, Pierre a découvert l'escrime en fauteuil roulant. Après quelques victoires dans des tournois internationaux,, il se rendra, en Octobre, aux Championnats du monde d'escrime à Turin.
Tous pour un...

Par Louis-Philippe Gouin

La Presse, dimanche 24 septembre 2006 p. A17

(Édition papier seulement)
Championnat de golf pour handicapés visuels
Le Journal de Montréal, publie aujourd'hui sous la plume de Bertrand Raymond, un article sur le Championnat candien de golf pour personnes ayant une déficience visuelle. Celui-ci se tient cette semaine à l'Estérel. L'article trace le portrait de quelques golfeurs ayant une déficience visuelle.

Frapper une balle invisible

Par Bertrand Raymond

Journal de Montréal, mardi 26 septembre p. 124

(Édition papier seulement)
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